CAVIARE  TO  CAPITAL

where Alexander rested for five days after pursuing Darius,
is said to be the birthplace of Haroun-ar-Rashid and a
favourite resort of his. It was ever a low-lying and
unhealthy town; A poet of Qum once met the Angel of
Death, a guileful, yet white-faced Excellence.

" cWhere art thou going?5 demanded he.

" 'Flying with speed/ said the Angel, 'from the unwhole-
some morning dews of the city of Key.'

"Destiny, Kismet, what you will, there is another
tale like that," continued Rumi, "if you will allow
the fancy of imagination to play upon the couch of
anticipation."

We nodded.

"Our country has often been overwhelmed by the rule
of passionate Shahs,35 he went on. "One of them from
among the beauties of Persia built Teheran for himself
and for those he had brought into the world.

"It happened that two men in the new city -were one
day dragging the anchor of reflection along the floor of the
sea of friendship when they met the Angel of Death.
At sight of him, one of the two men screamed in horror
and fled, saying that he must depart from Teheran for
Rey at once or he would surely die. The other invited
the Angel to drink of the sherbet of contemplation at a
nearby cafe.

" CI am sorry/ said the Angel, in a hollow voice, 'but
I have a professional appointment at Rey.5

"In the ninth century the city was at the height of
culture. Fifteen thousand caravanserais were then too
few to house the rich visitors. Early in the nineteenth
century the walls had six towers and six gates, fortified
with cannon and inlaid with pictured tiles. They too have
gone, except at the Abdul Azim Gate."

Without Demavend and the ruins of Rey, Teheran
would lose much of her picturesque interest. She leapt
into prominence under Agha Muhammad Shah^ who made
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